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When life has left the body, it is bathed. The priest, if present, says a slokam or verse of some kind, but* if he is not present, no prayers are said and the body is merely dressed up and fastened to the bier.
Some of the Mdlas are Vaishnavas of the Kamanuja sect, and a few are Saivas; but the bulk of them are practically pagans, idolaters of a very low kind. In some things they appear to follow Hindu rites in a ver}7 feeble sort of way; but it is merely an apeing of what they see the higher castes do, and their religion, if they may be said to have any at all, seems to be a relic of ancient Dravidian idolatry just tinged with Hinduism, largely admixed with . demonolatry. This latter class of Malas take the dead person straight off to the burning ground or burying place and dispose of the body without any .rites, except that the karta will carry water three times round the pile and then throw it away. The Vaishnavas, however, offer a sacrifice before taking away the body. A fowl, or in some few cases of < comparatively wealthy people, a sheep or a goat is killed, and its blood is allowed to drip on the spot where the deceased breathed his last. A cocoanut, at least, will be broken over the spot and the water allowed to drip there. This is done even by the very poorest who are not able to procure a fowl. This is to satisfy the spirit just departed and to keep it from harming any one near. The karta also cooks some food of which the slain fowl will form a part, and a portion of this is offered to the deceased by touching the mouth with some of it three times. The portion thus offered is then thrown to the crows. Arrack (country spirit) also is poured into the mouth of the corpse. All this is done to please the departed spirit. The rest of the food and arrack is then given to those who are to carry the bier, the karta placing the food into their bands and giving them the arrack to drink.